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From the Principal’s Desk
collects data from the room and allows students to
monitor their learning space. The data collected is
temperature, CO2 levels, humidity, sound levels and
light levels. Overseas schools who prototyped the
device with him have had great success in improving
learning in their classrooms. Head to our facebook
page to listen to the interview our podcast team did
with him.

We have had a great time with our new media room
up and running. By now you will have seen a couple
of great PNTV segments and some very interesting
segments via podcast. Our students and Sam are
doing a great job of publishing to the community and
we look forward to giving lots of students the
opportunity to be part of PNTV.
Professor Stephen Heppell
This week were lucky to be
asked to take part in a world
wide student led study of
learning environments in
schools. Professor Stephen
Heppel from the UK spent
time with us on Monday
looking at learning spaces and
talking with students about how we can improve
them. He has left with us a ‘Learn o meter’ which
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World’s Greatest Shave
We have a number of families whom Cancer has
affected. One of our students, Erica Woodrow, has
decided to shave her head for the cause. But she
would like some help, we are putting the challenge
out for anyone else who is willing to have their head
shaved on the day and sign up to the PNPS team. We
will be having the big shave at assembly on 13th
March and we will also collect donations from
students participating through silly hair day. More
info is to come but google world’s greatest shave and
donate to the team or be brave and sign yourself up.
Harmony Day
On Friday 20th March we will be celebrating Harmony
Day with open classrooms and a shared lunch. Each
child in the school has been researching their family
story and will be sharing in classrooms on the day. We
will share more info soon but please put the date in
your diaries.

Marg Clark

28th January – 9th April
Public Holiday
Pupil Free Day
World Greatest Shave
Harmony Day
Governing Council
3 Way Interviews start

Swimming
Students in years R-5 took part in swimming lessons at the Thebarton Aquatic Centre in Week 4. At the
beginning of the week, some students entered the pools with trepidation, but after 5 days of lessons, everyone
was feeling confident! Students learnt floating and swimming techniques, using various flotation devices to
help them. They also learnt about water safety, and how to assist people who may be in trouble. The older
students also had to swim in clothes, which some found quite challenging. There was also time for some fun on
the last day. Congratulations to all the students for having a growth mindset and learning new skills.
More photos can be viewed on our website
https://www.prospectnorth.sa.edu.au/about-us/photo-gallery/swimming-2020/

Aquatics
Students from years 6 & 7 took part in Aquatics on
Thursday 27th February. They participated in many
fun activities such as sailing, canoeing, snorkeling,
kayaking and boogie boarding.
Some students were excited, happy and
enthusiastic to try new things, while others were a
little apprehensive and worried as many of them
had not done these things before and were
pushed out of their comfort zones!
Students also learnt how to be safe when they go
to the beach or participate in water activities.
They learnt about safety acronyms. One was
W.E.T.T
 Weather – check the weather the whole day
round,
 Equipment-check your equipment make sure
you have everything you need,
 Tell someone when you’re going when you will
be back and what you doing
 Take at least 3 other people with you while
doing activities.
Everyone had a great day, took on challenges and
tried new things. It was a great experience!

High School Open Days

What to expect in primary school
If your child is in year 5 or 6 this year, they’ll be
graduating from primary school next year. To get
ready, primary schools will be talking to you about
graduation ceremonies, leadership opportunities and
graduation jumpers or tops for the graduating classes
of 2021.
We will be developing information packs to help our
primary schools keep you informed, so stay engaged
with your school to keep updated with the latest
information.

Local high schools have open days which give the
opportunity for prospective students to tour their
facilities.
Families have the opportunity to meet the Principal
and learn more about the programs offered by the
school.
It is very important that families take up the
opportunity to look at different schools so that
students can choose the correct high school to
attend. Your closest high school may not be the best
one for your child.
We encourage parents to make sure they are
choosing the best school for their child and take
advantage of open days to help make this decision

Pilot high schools welcome year 7’s
Our pilot program started this term, with Wirreanda
Secondary School, Mitcham Girls High School and
John Pirie Secondary School welcoming their first
year 7’s ahead of the statewide move in 2022.
As part of this work, we’ve been speaking to families
form each of the pilot schools

What pilot families are saying
Parents and students are looking forward to the new
opportunities that high school has to offer. Some
parents and students feel they are ready to take the
next step, and many feel primary school is no longer
a challenge as year 7 grows near. While high school
is a big change in year 7 or year 8, the desire to grow
outweighs the apprehension.
Some worries remain, such as being in a bigger
school, the different expectations of workload,
missing out on rites of passage and being with older
students. These are topics we are also thinking
about, and we’ll be working closely with your school
to manage these concerns together.

Between 4.30pm and 8.00pm, visitors will be able to
view interactive displays from all Learning Areas and
programs on offer at the school. Visitors will also be
able to view the new and upgraded facilities.

https://abhs.sa.edu.au/meet-the-principalinformation-evening/
Join Principal Alistair Brown as he shares exciting
information about Adelaide Botanic High School and
how your family can become part of its vibrant
community.
The evenings will provide information about enrolment,
transition and wellbeing along with an insight into
curriculum and learning at Adelaide Botanic High
School. Families will have the opportunity to hear from
current students about their experiences attending the
school.

As places are limited,
bookings are essential.

Top Tips
Reading At Home….
YOU Can Make a HUGE Difference!
Make reading part of your everyday routine. Foster a
love of reading!
Children are more likely to develop and maintain a positive
attitude in homes where reading and books are valued!

Reading for just 10-15 minutes daily will greatly
benefit your child!
Research from both New Zealand and the UK indicates that the
enjoyment of reading is a key indicator not only of success in
reading and writing, but in life skills as well. As expected, children
who enjoy reading for pleasure develop good comprehensions
skills, have a broader vocabulary, have positive reading attitudes,
perform well in other learning areas (e.g. maths and problem
solving) and continue to read as adults. Research also shows that
they have increased empathy, increased awareness and knowledge
of other cultures and current events, reduced symptoms of
depression and dementia, increased communication with their
parents and caregivers, they engage in less risky behaviour and are
more engaged with their learning!

1. Model reading habits and create a positive
reading culture in your home.
2. Choose books that match your child’s
interests.
3. Turn off the TV or your device and sit down
as a family with a book.
4. Visit your local library.
5. Chat at the dinner table about books you
are reading.
6. Make books together.
7. Give books as presents.
8. Pull out books from your childhood.
9. Visit a second-hand book store.
10. Choose books with your child that match
their likes and interests.
11. Keep plenty of reading materials in your
home: books, magazines, newspapers,
and comic books. Children enjoy having a
variety of reading materials!

Developing Confident & Capable Writers
2019 is the second year that students and teachers at Prospect
North R-7 have been using Brightpath –an online writing
assessment tool to target individual learning outcomes within the
area of writing. The Brightpath tool will empower our students,
teachers and school to target teaching and learning for writing
improvement.
This year teachers will be collecting a Persuasive writing sample
from each student and moderating it against writing examples
provided on the digital platform. The Brightpath tool provides both
staff and students with a means of building a fine-grained
understanding of writing development.
In line with our
improvement agenda and building student agency students will also
be analysing their own writing against exemplars and forming their
own writing goals. The quality feedback and next steps in learning
can then be used to monitor student growth over time.
A second writing sample will be collected later in the year and
moderated with the expectation that students have improved due
to targeted, explicit teaching and learning via workshops,
mentoring and coaching occurring in classrooms. Students will be
sharing their writing goals with you later this term.

Parent Workshop- Writing
Wednesday 25 March (week 9) from 5.30pm-6.30pm
Come and join us!
Nicola Launder

Telling, Retelling and Understanding
Texts
1. Make predictions before reading. What is
the story going to be about?
2. Talk about new words and their meaning.
3. Make connections to their life, other
books and movies/TV. What does this
remind you of (another book, something
that happened to them, a place they
went, a TV show)?
4. Talk, comment and ask questions about
the characters and setting as you read the
book.
5. After you read the story, have your child
retell you the story in order.
6. Act out the story! Use props and have fun!

World’s Greatest Shave – Friday March 13th!
Prospect North Primary School is hosting a World’s Greatest Shave event on Friday March 20th 2020. Erica
Woodrow in Year 5 is having her head shaved in front of the whole school to raise much needed funds for
families touched by blood cancer. The school community can get behind this event in a number of ways in order
to reach the fundraising targets that have been set and support this worthy cause.

Ways to get involved:
 Parents, teachers, and students can sign up to shave! Join the Prospect North Fun Raisers team, raise some
funds and join Erica on stage at assembly
 Students can get their hair spray-painted on the day for a gold coin donation to show support and raise
areness
 Donate online at http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/prospectnorthfunraisers or in cash on the day
We are also looking for parent volunteers to be part of the spray-painting team on the day. If you would like to
be involved please let the office know.
Please come along to Assembly on March 20th to show your support!

